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The DECLARATION of RIGHTS,
P HE parlisment of Gréat-Britain, by 3 declaratory @,
_ having affamed a right to make laws to bind the colo-

‘.&ic" in all cafes whatfoever, and in purfuance of fuch claim
¢ndeavoured by force of arms to fubjugate the United Celo-

aies to an unconditional fubmiffion to their will and power,

and having at length conftrained them to declare themfelves

v

Jindependent ftates, and to aﬂ'um‘e;gover’nment under the ay-

thority of the people, therefore, We, the delegates of Mary.

{land, in free and full Convention affembled, taking into oyp
Jmoft ferious confideration -the beft means of efta lithing a

good conftitution in this ftace, for the fure foundation, and
more permanent fecurity thereof, declare,

. 1. Thatall government of right originates frofa the people,
is founded in compa&t only, and inftituted folely for the good
of the whole. ' o

2. That the people of this ftate ought to have the fole and
exclufive right of regulating the internal government and po-
lice thereof. ' ,

3. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to. the
common law of England, and the tria] by jury, according to
the courfe of that law, ‘and to the benefi; of fuch of the Eng-
lih Ratutes, as exifted at the time of their firft emigration,
and which by experience have been found a oplicable to their
lecal and other circumftances, and of fuch others as have
been fince made in England, or Great-Britain, and have been
introduced, ufed, and prattifed by the courts of Izw or equi-
ty; and alfo to all aéts of ™ affembly in force on the ‘Grft of
June feventeen hundred and feventy-four, except fuch as may
have fince expired, or have been, or may be altered by a&s
of Conventien or this Declaration of Rights, fubje& never-
thelefs to the revifion of, and amendment or repeal by'the
legiflature of this ftate ; and the irhabitants of Maryland dre
alfo entitled to all property derived to them from'or u ader
the charter granted by his majefty Charles the firft to Cici-
fius Calvert baron of Baltimore.

, 4+ That all perfons invefted with the legiflative or execn-
tive puwers of government are the traftees of  the public, and
as fuch accountable for their conduét; wheretore whenever

the ends of government are perverted, and public liberty ma~
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